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Rainbow Ridge Studio
https://www.rainbowridgestudio.com/

Transforming your special memories into forever glass.

Vanessa Spring-Frank

https://www.nationalcapitalpuppetry.org/

WWW.VANESSASPRINGFRANK.COM

Vanessa Spring-Frank is a props artisan and puppet designer. She 
consistently develops artistic techniques to encourage innovation and 
visual product improvement for theatrical productions making each 
one unique and personal to the project. She is passionate about the 

creation of curiosities and excels at creative solutions to prop problems. 
Vanessa Spring-Frank has a BFA  in Design/Tech from Western 

Michigan University with a minor in Art History.

https://www.lotusblooms.com/

https://www.upcyclecrc.org/

UpCycle Creative Reuse Center is an Alexandria, Virginia based non-profit 
that connects creativity and conservation by providing a resource center for 

reuse materials and a creative making space for the community. At 
UpCycle, we rethink the traditional notion of waste by collecting cast-offs 

from our community to serve as creative materials.

The NCPG is dedicated to sharing and promoting the Puppet Arts 
with the greater National Capital Area through workshops, 

performances, and special events. 
We passionately believe that puppetry fosters imagination and 

education while telling the story of our human experience.



RAINBOW RIDGE STUDIO:
BLACK BOX BEDROOM 

PUPPET + EXPERIENCE



PRIMARY CAST
ALAN WARD

https://www.slowdripdmt.com/

@polychromatic_art

@hildiestroemseng_art

Hildegunn Strømseng

ANDREW DE SWORD (AS HERMES): Originally an avid postal 
worker, Mr. De Sword was plucked from the messenger ranks after a 
producer overheard him singing “Quatour pour la fin du temps” 
while delivering mail.   And, as they say, that is how it goes!  He is 
already slated to perform a one-man version of “The Wiz” at the 
conclusion of “Hadestown” and could not be more ecstatic at his 
good fortune to find such a wonderful troupe of puppets with whom 
to break in his beak.  He’d like to thank Zeus and give a shout out to 
his flock over at the Ellinais! (Website coming soon)

STEVE CARNIE (AS ORPHEUS) As a seasoned performer, Mr. 
Carnie has received reviews for many of the performances he has 
undertaken.  (On-Broadway) Preston in “Avenue Q” (Off 
Broadway) Marian Paroo in “The Music Man” (Off-off Broadway) 
Mama Mia, Oklahoma, Great Comet. (University of Texas 
Theater) Into the Woods, Cats, My Fair Lady, Wicked (Kingwood 
High School Theater) Company, Annie Get Your Gun, Little Shop 
of Horrors (Riverwood Middle School Theater) Pippin, Jekyll and 
Hyde, Les Miserables, Rocky Horror Picture Show (Dogwood 
Elementary School Theater) The Wiz, Nine, Kinky Boots, 
Urinetown (Preschool Players) Cabaret, Best Little Whorehouse 
in Texas (Uterine Understudies) Rent & The Life.  Most notable 
television roles include Pool Boy in “Ovaltine My Dead Body”, 
and Extra #22 in “Crowd Noise: Sneeze” from the highly revered 
animated feature “Ah-Cha-Cho-Cho”.   Other credits include 
Bailiff #3 in “Law & Order: Criminal Intent”, Man on Meth in 
“Law & Order: SVU”, Undertaker Understudy in “Law & Order: 
True Crime”, and Police Officer From Behind in “Law & Order: 
Just Law & Order.”  @imacarnieyoureacarnie (Also on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Twitter, Slack, Airtable, Zoom, Discord, Pintrest, 
TikTok, Redbubble, Email, Landline, and Smoke Signal.)

AVE ADAZELBON (AS EURYDICE) Trained as a classical singer, 
Ave was discovered in a Karaoke Bar after her stirring mashup of 
“Habanera” and “Havana”, fortunately captured by a rogue cell 
phone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4YwfYVFLow.  Clearly 
this genius was bound for stardom, and she has brought the same 
level of ‘Um, What?” to every role since. 



MATTA-MAGICAL
https://www.mattamagical.com/

If you're looking for an actor, artist, designer, puppeteer, consultant, 
and teacher that can bring a world of hand-made magic to your 

productions, projects, or stories, then look no further! 
With Matt McGee on your side, every story you wish to tell will be so 

much more magical... Matt-a-Magical.

CHARLIE CHAPTER (AS HADES): No stranger to the 
floorboards (and the “behind the walls” and the 
“woodpiles” and the “pantries”), Charlie Chapter is 
thrilled to be sharing his talents as Hades.  Originally 
given his start as a line-leader on The Mickey Mouse 
Club, his credits have included performing as Remy in 
the off-broadway realization of “Ratatouille: The 
Mousical”, Fievel in the Turkish adaptation of “American 
Tail”, Lead Mouse #3 in “Cinderella on Ice”, and was met 
with critical acclaim in his powerful hip-hop rendition as 
The Rat King in the infamous midwestern touring of 
“The Nutcracker: Busting Balls”. He has been recognized 
as a leading figure in the R&D community, and would 
like to thank Maybelline for keeping him on his medical 
toes... gifting him with all the symptoms that truly leave 
him wondering: Maybe he's born with it; or maybe it's 
Maybelline. @ccmousey

RESIN BEDIM (AS PERSEPHONE): Ms. Bedim is so 
excited to be performing tonight in something OTHER 
than Bambi. “Seriously.  Typecasting and gender 
stereotypes are RIDEERCULOUS. Just because I’m a 
doe, a deer, a female deer, doesn’t mean that I can’t 
branch into other roles! Like, what about Rudolph?!? Or 
the lead in WarHorse??? Come on gals.  THE BUCK 
STOPS DEER.” @doepower1920, https://
womensmarch.com/ #resinwarhorse2021

https://fivebackpacks.family/

Not all who wander are lost. Some are 
on a quest. We are living nomadically, 
traveling around the globe to gather 
knowledge that will help us lead the 
rest of our lives more thoughtfully 

and with greater perspective.

THE THREE FATES 
By @DonaryDang



Anaïs Mitchell  is  an American singer-
songwriter,  musician, and playwright.  

Mitchell  has released seven albums, 
including Hadestown (2010),  Young 
Man in America (2012),  and Child 

Ballads (2013.) 

The Broadway production won the 2019 
Tony Award for Best Musical.  Mitchell  

received the Tony Award for Best 
Original Score;  she was also nominated 

for Best Book of a Musical.

www.jermainedeandretilson.com

Jermaine Deandre Tilson

Levi D. Henderson

@DonaryDang

Scott van Domelen
@svandomelen01

EVIE MULHURN
@artwithevie



Hadestown Puppets: 
Adequate Efforts 

We mean well.  We may never know how these ideas  hatch from 
light-hearted jokes into a full-fledged productions, but all we can 
do now is look around and say “Well.  Here we are.” 

Some might applaud the efforts put forth leading to this evening, 
but then cringe as heads come flying off mid-performance, or 
mouths fail to move in time with lyrics, or limp, lifeless, limbs 
are Gerry-rigged in the hopes of emulating some facet of 
recognizable humanity.Yet, in spite of an obvious degree of 
amateur and childlike crafting, Rainbow Ridge wants to believe:   

One day we WILL return to the theaters. 

With that shared desire we fuel our joint enthusiasm that 
perhaps, in some small way, tonight will capture a piece of that 
longing.  The story will be told, the roles will be fulfilled, and the 
music will echo through the sold-out bedroom black box theater.  
We will come together and pay tribute to a miraculous work of 
art that captures the imagination of myth and men, while we 
simultaneously brutalize it at the puppet altar of our dreams/
nightmares. 

Will you leave here having heard most of Hadestown?  
Absolutely.  Will you laugh, cry, and be confused? 
Entirely possible.  Are you part of a once in a lifetime event?  
Oh, indeed.   Sirs, Misses, Madams, and everyone in-between... 
enter into this evening with your imagination bright, your minds 
open, and your hearts ready to embrace the good intentions and 
joy that went into creating this special night, just for you.

ALEX & OLMSTED
Makers of original puppet works, physical theater, and 

mechanical wonder.

https://www.alexandolmsted.com/

Thread harnesses the power of relationships to 
create a new social fabric of diverse individuals 

deeply engaged with young people facing the 
most significant opportunity and achievement 
gaps. Our community is committed to ending 
social isolation and building a more equitable 

culture in which everyone thrives.

www.thread.org
@ThreadBaltimore



http://danielmartindiaz.com/

@theexperimenthouse

Kelsey Kaufman is a Northern Virginia native chasing her 
performing arts dreams in New York City. She graduated from the 
studio at Metropolitan School of the Arts in 2018, where she was a 

member of Impulse Youth Jazz Ensemble, as well as a principle 
dancer/founding member of the Metropolitan Youth Ballet. She is 

currently perusing her BFA in Commercial Dance at Pace University 
in New York City, where she is concentrating in dance performance, 

choreography, and pedagogy under the direction of some of the 
industry’s best. Most recently, she performed the role of Charity in a 

restaging of Bob Fosse’s original “I’m a Brass Band” from Sweet 
Charity. Other regional credits include Holiday Inn, Mama Mia, 

Matilda, and Flashdance the Musical. 

Follow her journey on Instagram 
@kelseykaufman_

With Ink: 
Typewriter Poets

On-the-spot 
handcrafted poetry with 
a vintage typewriter, a 

unique and memorable 
experience for you and 

your guests! 

typewriterpoets.com 
info@typewriterpoets.com

Sarah
Burford

@sarahmburford



G.R.I.T. ADVENTURES
https://www.grit-adventures.com/

JOHNNY MARTYR

http://www.johnnymartyr.com/

Adventure racing offers a unique opportunity to challenge 
yourself mentally and physically while requiring a wide range 
of team and individual skills.  This 6 week program will cover 

everything your 10-15 year old adventurer needs to be ready to 
tackle this epic sport including navigation, mountain bike 
skills and maintenance, basic first aid, team work, mental 

toughness, nutrition and race planning/execution.  The 
program concludes with an adventure race specifically tailored 

to the skills and abilities of the participants.

DORIS 
DIENER

www.dorisdiener.com

Kevin Simpson, as puppet master #1. When he holds a 
puppet actor you will be mesmerized and transfixed, 
confused and delighted by the inability to differentiate 
between human and helper; between his appendages and 
those of the cloth; between fiction and reality. A true master; 
a third degree black belt of puppetry. 

Aubrey Leigh Lafosse, as puppet master #2.... ever 
attempting to embrace possibilities of what could be by 
building events around worlds that only exist when you 
believe. Never underestimate the power in trusting that 
people will still engage with imagination and hope. 

PROVIDER OF MORAL SUPPORT AND GENERAL 
SNUGGLES FOR ENTIRE PRODUCTION: 
RONIN, AKA RO-RO, AKA, FUZZY FACE. 
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HADESTOWN 
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